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General Rules For Migratory Birds Outlined 
License Requirements 
All migratory game bird hunters 

must have a valid hunting license. 
Non-residents under 17 years of age 
are designated as residents and may 
hunt with a resident license. Hunt- 
ers 17 years of age or older must 
have a driver's license or personal 
identification certificate (issued by 
the Department of Public Safety) 
on their person while hunting. Non- 
residents must have similar docu- 
ments issued by the agency in the 
state or country of which the person 
is a resident that is authorized to 
issue driver's licenses or personal 
identification certificates. 

Permit Requirements 
A person is required to possess 

either an Annual Public Hunting 
Permit or a Daily Hunting Permit 
to hunt migratory game birds on 
certain state and federal lands and 
on private lands leased by the State 
for public hunting purposes. Youth 
under the age of 17 may hunt free 
of charge on these lands. 

Stamp Endorsement Require- 
ments 

A person 17 years of age or 
older must possess a state water- 
fowl stamp endorsement receipt 
to hunt waterfowl in this state. 
Federal law also requires waterfowl 
hunters 16 years of age and over 
to have a Federal Migratory Bird 
Hunting and Conservation Stamp 
(commonly called a Duck Stamp; 
available at most post offices and 
TPWD offices). 

Harvest Information Program 
Requirements 

The Harvest Information Pro- 
gram (HIP) is a federally mandated 
program to improve information 
about the harvest of all migratory 
game birds. Anyone who purchases 
a hunting license or any migratory 
bird hunting stamp endorsements 
will be asked a few simple questions 
about their migratory bird hunting 
activities. For additional informa- 
tion about HIP, you may consult 
the TPWD Outdoor Annual, the 
Web page for H I P or call (512) 
389-4505. 

Fees 
Licenses, permits and stamp 

endorsement receipts (or replace- 
ments if they are lost or stolen) are 
available at TPWD offices, many 
sporting goods stores, bait shops 
and other retailers, or by calling 
1-800-TX-LIC-4-U. 

Hunting Hours 
One-half hour before sunrise 

to sunset. 
Shipping 
When shipping migratory game 

birds the package must be marked 
with the name and address of the 
sender, the name and address of 
the persons to whom the birds are 
being shipped and the number of 
birds of each species contained in 

the package. 
Wanton Waste 
A reasonable effort must be 

made to retrieve any killed or 
wounded birds and any wounded 
bird retrieved must be immediately 
killed and made a part of the bag 
limit. After retention, the birds must 
be kept in an edible condition. 

Donation or Gift 
A person may give, leave, re- 

ceive or possess any species of 
legally taken migratory game birds, 
or parts of birds, that are protected 
by a bag or possession limit, if the 
birds are accompanied by a wildlife 
resource document from the person 
who killed the birds. For example, 
a document is required if the birds 
are being transported by another 
person for the hunter, or if the birds 
have been left for cleaning, stor- 
age (including temporary storage), 
shipment or taxidermy services. 
The document is not required of 
a person who lawfully killed the 
birds to possess the birds, or if the 
birds are transferred at the personal 
residence of the donor or donee. 
The document (which can be a 
hand-written tag) shall accompany 
the birds until the birds reach their 
final destination and must contain 
the following information: 

* the name, signature, address 
and hunting license number of the 
person who killed the birds; 

* the name of the person receiv- 
ing the birds; 

* a description of the birds 
(number and type of species or 
parts); 

* the date birds were killed; 
and 

* the location where the birds 
were killed (ranch and county). 

Lawful Hunting Methods 
Legal shotguns, lawful archery 

equipment, falconry, dogs, artificial 
decoys and manual or mouth-oper- 
ated bird calls. Hunting is permitted 
in the open or from a blind or other 
type of concealment or from any 
floating craft (except a sinkbox) 
provided that all motion resulting 
from sail or motor has ceased (sails 
furled and motor shut off). Power- 
boats and sailboats may be used to 
pick up dead or injured birds. 

Unlawful Hunting Methods 
Any firearm other than a legal 

shotgun, trap, snare, net, crossbow, 
fishhook, poison, drug, explosive 
or stupefying substance, live birds 
as decoys, recorded or electroni- 
cally amplified bird calls or sounds, 
sinkbox or by means of baiting or 
hunting over a baited area. It is 
unlawful to hunt from or by means 
of motor-driven vehicles and land 
conveyances or aircraft of any 
kind except paraplegics and single 
or double amputees of legs may 
hunt from stationary motor-driven 

vehicles or land 
conveyances. It 
is unlawful to 
use motor-driven 
land, water or air 
conveyances or 
sailboats to con- 
centrate, drive, 
rally or stir up 
any migratory 
game bird. 

Baiting 
A hunter may 

hunt any migra- 
tory game bird: 

* over standing crops, standing 
flooded crops and flooded harvested 
crops; 

* at any time over natural veg- 
etation that has been manipulated. 
Natural vegetation does not include 
planted millet. However, planted 
millet that grows on its own in 
subsequent years after the planting 
is considered natural vegetation; 

* on or over a normal soil stabi- 
lization practice; 

* on or over lands or areas where 
seeds or grains have been scattered 
solely as a result of a normal agri- 
cultural practice except waterfowl 
and cranes may not be hunted where 
grain or other feed has been distrib- 
uted or scattered as the result of: 

-pre-harvest manipulation of an 
agricultural crop; or 

- livestock feeding; 
-over crops or natural vegetation 

where grain has been inadvertently 
scattered as a result of entering or 
leaving a hunting area, placing de- 
coys or retrieving downed birds; 

-using natural vegetation or 
crops to conceal a blind, provided 
that if crops are used to conceal 
a blind, no grain or other feed is 
exposed, deposited, distributed or 
scattered in the process. 

A hunter may not: 
* hunt migratory birds with the 

aid of bait, or on or over any baited 
area; 

* hunt over any baited area until 
10 days after all baiting materials 
have been removed; 

* hunt waterfowl or cranes over 
manipulated planted millet, unless 
the millet was planted not less than 
one year prior to hunting; 

* hunt waterfowl or cranes over 
crops that have been manipulated, 
unless the manipulation is a nor- 
mal agricultural post-harvesting 
manipulation in accordance with 
official recommendations of State 
Extension Specialists of the Co- 
operative Extension Service of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

No person may place or direct 
the placement of bait on or adja- 
cent to an area for the purpose of 
causing, inducing or allowing any 
person to take or attempt to take any 
migratory game bird by the aid of 
baiting on or over the baited area. 

Nontoxic Shot 
No person, while hunting wa- 

terfowl anywhere in the state, may 
possess shotgun shells containing 
lead shot or loose lead shot for use 
in muzzleloaders. Approved shot 
includes steel, including copper, 
nickel or zinc coated steel, bis- 
muth-tin, tungsten-iron, tungsten- 
polymer (i.e., molyshot), and any 
other non-toxic material approved 
by the director of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

Sandhill Cranes MAY be taken 
with lead shot. However, Wildlife 
Management Areas and Federal 
Wildlife Refuges have special regu- 
lations requiring nontoxic shot for 
ALL game birding, including San- 
dhill Cranes. 

Species Identification 
One fully feathered wing or head 

must remain attached to dressed 
migratory game birds while being 
transported between the place taken 
and the personal residence of the 
hunter, the personal residence of an- 
other person receiving the dressed 
birds or a public cold storage plant. 
This regulation does not apply to 
doves taken in Texas. One fully 
feathered wing or head must remain 

attached to all migratory game birds 
imported from Mexico. 

Daily Bag and Possession 
No person shall possess more 

than one daily bag limit of freshly 
killed birds while in the field or 
while returning from the field to 
one's hunting camp, automobile 
or temporary lodging facility (see 
General Rules - Donation or Gift). 
For the first day of any season the 
possession limit is the daily bag 
limit. A person may possess ad- 
ditional migratory birds after they 
leave the field, if the additional 
birds they possess are tagged with 
a wildlife resource document from 
the hunter who killed them. Migra- 
tory birds finally processed at the 
permanent address of the possessor 
are not considered part of the pos- 
session limit. 

Importation Limit 
It is illegal to import into the 

United States migratory game birds 
belonging to another person. The 
number of migratory game birds 
imported from Mexico may not 
exceed the export limit set by the 
Mexican state from which they 
were taken. 

Taco Tony's 
Mexican Restaurant 
20 Calhoun Road • Eagle Lake 

979-234-3984 
Breakfast Specials: Mon.-Fri., 8 to 11:30 a.m 

Lunch and Dinner Specials 
Mon.-Fri. Beginning at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m 

Buffet Tuesdays and Thursdays 
11 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 

Hours: 
Mon.-Thurs.: 8 a.m. to 1:45 p.m 

and 5 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 8 a.m. to 9:15 p.m 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 


